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the legitimate aspirations of the English-educated
classes, and had not Lord Morley possessed, to an
unprecedented extent, the confidence of both great
parties in the State, it would not have been possible
to get through both Houses a measure so favourable
to the views of the advanced party.

The fact has to be acknowledged that an aristo-
cratic basis of government is natural to the peoples
of India, that the masses hold their hereditary leaders
in reverence, and that we should spare no pains to
obtain the help of these leaders. We should, with
their aid, develop indigenous institutions, as indeed
the Decentralisation Commission has recommended,
and as the Indian Councils Act recognised; for the
fact is that our legal tribunals act as promoters of
litigation, and are a solvent of all that is best and
most solid in the framework of Indian society.
Happily decentralisation is just now in the air. It
is favoured at the India Office, and there can hardly
be too much of it, if applied with discretion.

The separation of administrative and judicial
functions is merely pressed by agitators because
it will destroy the all-important influence of the
District Officer, whose position should be im-
proved and not impaired, if we are to continue to
rule India.

The danger of alienating the Mahomedans, by
yielding too far to the demands of the Brahmins
and Babus, must never be forgotten; nor the fact